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Signed by Cir | ns Ly 1 Preſes. 
\RAY, Who is this E ſays one. Don't you ſee, 
F foys another, that he is Conveener of the Trades of 
Edinburgh; and therefore Preſes of that Meeting. Bleſs 
me! cries A third, have they graſed F—cie B—d—e? Ay, to 
be ſure, ſays the other ; and, Who do you think would take his 
Chain from him, but this L y ?—Did not he, about twelve 


years ago, take the Chain from a better Man ? He is very proud 
of graſing and ſupplanting others. But, Who are theſe Dele- 


gates? Whence do they come? Are they come from America, 


deputed from the Congreſs there, to ſow ſedition and rebellion 


here alſo? - O no, ſays the other, they are deputed from the 


fourteen: incorporations of Edinburgh, as the moſt proper per- 
ſons to take the management of this great City into their own 
hands. This they attempted to obtain by Law, but are now 
determined on a ſhorter proceſs, —to take it by Force. 


Ta1s ſet the whole Company a- laughing; and they all a- 


greed, that this ſame L——y muſt be a very modeſt Gentle- 


man, to ſign a Paper, fraught with ſuch groſs abale, maleyo- 
| lence, falſehood and impudence. 


Sucn was my entertainment at the Coffee-houſe : But being 


deſirous to underſtand ſomething more of this ſtrange matter, 
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1 chalk the r and called on a Friend, who I 
knew would idftrut-me; || 1M Mc. AATY. 
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whole paper; and indeed, ſo much to my ſatisfaction, that I 
determined to communicate my Friend's ſentiments to the 


informed. 
Tiger then; Hs) | acquainted © me at theſe Delegates, like 
thoſe in America, for their manifeſt turbulence and maleyo- 
lence of ſpirit, are wiſely kept back from the adminiſtration 


of ſhortening the Leets was judged proper to be in the Coun- 


and this, for a great ſeries of years, has been tho practice and 
means of preſerving peace and quiet in the City: But nothing, 
however wiſely intended, will prevent thoſe, who are natural- 
ly diſcontented, and ſometimes diſappointed, from growling. 
| Bur what are theſe inſults, - Aid I, canmitter nn the 
Trades within theſe twelve months? 2 
Wu r, it is all noneſenſe ; and merely . to | forma 
their factious and malevolent ſpirit among the inhabitants. 
They abuſe the Council for doing, what they, or indeed any 
man, would have done in their place. Mr B de, here men- 
| tioned, had been one year. with them i in Council, profeſſing 
himſelf their friend; and was received by them as ſuch, and 
choſen one of ſix Deacons, who make up the ordinary Council, 


N Deacons have n vote in Council, except on extraordinary OC- 
Fi caſions, expreſsly mentioned in che conſtitution - or ſet of the 
4 City, and are therefore called Extraordinary Deacons. Un- 
luckily for Bir B—d—e, Mr $&—d—t, as the report of the Town 

goes, had taken a fancy that he ſhould be appointed to ſome 


.make 


— 


BEING accordingly ſet down to a 1 we | yet F) the 


Public ; not daubring that rang would be equally' glad to be 


of the City; 3 and that it was for that purpoſe, that: the power 


cil by the moſt able stateſman our Country ever produced; 


and have a vote upon all occaſions ; ; Whereas the other KAY 


good birth, like Mr L——ie before him ; and dreading. ſome 
other might © come between him and the prize, endeavoured to 
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make up a party, wich which he was determined to command, 


and appear. of great importance. But to make the matter 
more plain to you, it is neceſſary I ſhould. acguaing you with 
the ſteps of the election. 

I the firſt. place, the fourteen Incorporations are ordered 
by the Council to make out leets of ſix, and from each of theſe 

 leets the Council have the appointment of three, whom they 
return to their reſpective Incorporations, out of whom they 
muſt elect their Deacon, which is more power, and greater li- 
berty than the Trades had in former times, and is a privilege 
ſuperior to any enjoyed by the whole Merchants of the City, 
who, with all due reſpect to the Trades, may be allowed to be as 
d U a part of the community. 

WII, the fourteen Deacons being elected by their ſeveral 
Incorporations, are preſented to the Council, and they elect ſix 
of them, as I told you before, to be Council Deacons. Mr 
B—d—e having, previous to laſt election, acted: in manifeſt 8 
oppoſition, not only to his friends! in Council, but to his own 
profeſſions, made both in converſation and in the public news- 
papers, was not re-elected a Council Deacon, but, inſtead of 
him, the Deacon of the Shoemakers, of whom we ſhall only | 
ſay, as they do of the lving-in-women,, that he, boneft Man, did 
as well as could be expected. 

WII I, from the account you have given me, 1 find the 
Council has done nothing but what was incumbent on Ro; = 
and they are very much in the right, to deprive turbulent 4 
people of power to diſturb them. This very: paper of the De- - 
legates is ſufficient to me to demonſtrate what ſpirit they are 
of. I don't think a more impudent collection of falſehoods, 
ſedition and inſolence could be conceived; and yet I was told 
they had corrected it: Pray, could it poſſibly be worſe before? 

. TxULY, it is not mended, it Was Oy more ſcurrility to the 
{ame purpoſe. 

Lons may the management of the city de guarded from 
the hands of ſuch Rulers. How illiberal their abuſe ; how 


falſe 


11 
falſe and groundlef their clamour. The 
Council ſhortening their leets, and yet there could de no r 
tion at all, were the Council not to Us 1225 as the oP ſer ot 
the City ſtands thereby. © T 
Tukr next complain of the Aheois of: the Maſons «ing 
: ; elected a Council Deacon, becauſe of his cing in embarraſſed 
circumſtances. This the Council did not pry into, nor . could 
any perſon of the leaſt humanity i imagine that Mr $—d—t, and 
his adherents, the profeſſed Patrons of Liberty, could be capable 
of the enormities they put in practice to diſtreſs that unfortu · 
nate Gentleman, whoſe only crime was gratitude to his' friend 
and benefactor. In ſhort, they tam pered” with: his ereditor's, 
and even bought up his debts; and although his ort itors had 
agreed to a ſuperſedere, got him put in priſon, whence he Was 
immediately liberated by the Lords of Seſſion, which Hbera- 
tion, S—d—t, who was then Provoſt, rendered uſeleſs, by run- 
ning off with the keys, of the priſon; taking on him the ho- 
nourable office of Jar LOR, as 8. may remember. 5 
Bur what has Sir het done, that they 1 him 
fo dreadfully ? * - 7 
War, you muſt know, that it is a rule with thoſe a 
men to vilify and inſult every man who does them a favour. 
Gratitude with them is reckoned W and, conſiſtency 
of conduct, ſlavery. Ee 
Has Sr L D—— done FA be the City! 2 
; Mokk than all the members we ever had before bim! ; as the 
records of the different Hoſpitals will inform poſterity, when 
the preſent race of grumblers and croakers of ſedition ſhall 
be laid filent in the grave, the PY place where it is pot 
for them tobe quiet. | 
How many thouſands, do you think; has he laid out among 
tradeſmen, and the labouring poor of this place, for a houſe, 
2 merely to diffuſe and circulate his money among the induſtri- 
dus? Does he not, by his f intereſt at court, preſerve 
| every 
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every office i in the. government's gift about this place, for our 
dwn poor or fallen back citizens? How many of the citizens 
themſelves has he ſerved upon every occaſion? How, many of 
their ſons provided in the Eaſt Indies and elſewhere? Let che 
Congreſs themſelves recollect the favours they have received 
from him, and hide their ſhameleſs headgiy in the darkeſt corner 
of obſcurity. _ | 
Bor, mn; what has Sir ee done i in 1 affair - the 
Lees? "© __ 
of the eee 2 And you wil. 8 "that they, . "ith their ufer 
conſiſtency, aceuſe him of intermeddling, and preſently ac- 
-cuſc; him of not intermeddling ; for, ſay they, If he had diſ- 
approved of the above ſuſpenſion, he might have prevent- 
'* ed all the oppoſition and expence the Trades have met with,” 
&c. He had no buſineſs to interfere on either ſide. He is 
x” Member for the City, and. it would have been very impru- 
dent in him to eſpouſe the quarrel of the Trades againſt the 
Merchants. He, no doubt, has friends among both, Who, as 
ſoon as the ſpirit of ſedition, now raiſed by ſome ag. 
men, -ſhall ſubſide, will unite to deſpiſe the arts at. preſent: 
uſed to blind them. You may farther obſer ve, that the De- 
legates ſeem to have forgot that they were only. to act in a ſe- 
condary character, and have aſſumed. that of Maſters, or at 
leaſt, Guardians, ſet over Minors 3: who, being 1 unfit to judge 
for themſelves, are only to give their implicit aſſent to the acts 
of their Guardians. Thus the Societies were, by order of the - 
Delegates, convened, without being told. for what purpoſe, or 
being allowed any time to take the impertinent Hodge. podge 
under their conſideration; but ordered immediately to ſignify 
their approbation of this very elegant compoſition, which eve-- 
ry Corporation in town were mean enough to ſubmit to, ex 
cept the Bonnet - makers, who entirely. reprobated it. "how 
you ſee, while they have Liberty and ſpecious pretences in 
their mouths, they are in their hearts contriving chains. for- 
their blinded Conſtituents, Nay, ſo great in their inſolenee,, 


As; 
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as openly co wow, chat none ſhould be elected Deacons, but 


men of opulen circumſtances, who, to be ſure, if the ſhorten 


ing of che leets were taken away, would have the full exertion 

F of that ſuperiority which wealth gives them over their poorer, 
wdhough not leſs worthy Brethren; and yet many of the Tradeſ- 
men are ſo deluded, as not to perceive the ſteps which are tak- 
ing to throw the Corporations under the ſubjection of a few 
over- oY ws, who would more ere . them 


Neger: Lay af 4 chis giaring pirtlalicy eur de Rich, and. 
deſpiſe not your poor, but worthy and honeſt Brethren. 
BU r 12 am told b a F mn 1 every 
L plople, ind a aft em in 'cotcecing 
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And en carrying 
on their nk | 
Mok ſhame to them. No man has a greater reſpect than 
I have for his G—e in his private character, yet I muſt ſay, 
that by ſuch conduct he degrades his nobility; ; and is beſides 
acting very unwarrantably, not to fay meanly, in interfering . 
with the affairs f a Community i in which he cannot, by Law, 
f dave anyroneerh, As for the Lawyer, he- will perhaps ſoon 
ö = be called upon to anſwer to his ſuperiors for fomenting a mob 
| or riot in the City, inſtead of preſerving the peace, as the duty 
| of his office requires. As for Mr S dt, he has acted con- 
1 Jurys A ckrzen; K and th expreſs violation of his 
be | 1 durges 2 in Which he Mok, to make doncord, where 
= * diſcord is, to the outmoſt of his power * merely becauſe he 
had conceived offence without cauſe; for L don't hear that he 
has ever dared to alledge n or, impeach any 
1 one, for injury done to the Revenue. All that we can hear is 
0 only, that he dreaded they would turn him out of the manage - 
ment; and is it not very unaccountable that the citizens don't 
. ſee through ſo thin a diſguiſe ; and, like men, prevent che 
TE ME from "OO. turned —.— turvy, n me. rely. to feed the © ca- 
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